Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 02200 121603Z 

71 

ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /057 W 

051939 

R 121005ZFEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3981 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 2200 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI INFO BOMBAY AND CALCUTTA 
FROM MADRAS FEB 1 1, 1976 REPEATEDEOR YOU 

QUOTE 
MADRAS 0274 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, IN 
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ANNOUNCED 

1 . THE FORMAL MERGER OF THE CONGRESS (R) AND THE 
PRO-MERGER CONGRESS (O) IN TAMIL NADU WAS ANNOUNCED 
FEBRUARY 10 IN MADRAS BY MRS MARAGATHAM CHANDRASEKHAR, 
AICC GENERAL SECRETARY. SHE SAID THE EORMAL MERGER 
OCCURRED AT A LUNCHEON MEETING OF LEADERS OF THE TWO 
GROUPS THE PREVIOUS DAY, THAT A NEW LEADER FOR THE 
UNITED CONGRESS PARTY WILL BE CHOSEN BY PRIME MINISTER 
GANDHI AND AICC PRESIDENT K.K. BAROOAH, AND THAT 

MRS GANDHI IS LIKELY TO ANNOUNCE THE NAME OF THE NEW 
LEADER, WHEN SHE PARTICIPATES IN A UNITY CONFERENCE OF 
THE TWO CONGRESS PARTIES IN MADRAS FEBRUARY 15. 

2. MRS CHANDRASEKHAR ALSO STATED THAT SOME DMK 
MEMBERS HAVE EXPRESSED A WISH TO lOIN THE CONGRESS (R) 

BUT THEY WOULD NOT BE ADMITTED. IF THE DMK MEMBERS 
HAD COME SOMETIME AGO, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFEERENT. 
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THOSE SEEKING ADMISSION WOULD HAVE TO BE CHECKED, 

SHE ADDED. 

3. CONGRESS PARTY LEADERS ARE MAKING A BIG EFEORT TO 
GET A HUGE TURNOUT FOR MRS GANDHI. THE CONGRESS 
NEWSPAPERS ARE CALLING FOR A 2-MILLION TURNOUT, 

BUT A CONGRESS OFFICIAL I TALKED WITH LAST NIGHT SAID 
THEY WERE AIMING FOR ABOUT A MILLION, AND THAT THEY 
WOULD BE USING MORE THAN 3000 BUSES, AND LORRIES, AS 
WELL AS SEVERAL TRAINS TO BRING IN PEOPLE FROM THE 
DISTRICTS. 

4. THERE HAS BEEN SPECUEATION THAT R. VENKATARAMAN, WHO 
WAS A SUCCESSFUL INDUSTRIES MINISTER IN THE CONGRESS 
GOVERNMENT HERE IN THE I960S AND LATER A MEMBER OF 

THE GOI PEANNING COMMISSION, WILL BE CHOSEN AS THE LEADER 
OF THE COMBINED PARTIES. VENKATARAMAN, WHO IS NOW 
EDITOR OF SWARAJYA, ASSOCIATED HIMSELF, BUT NOT ACTIVELY, 
WITH KAMARAJ AND CONGRESS (O) AFTER HE CEASED TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION. HE IS PROBABLY THE 
LEAST CONTROVERSIAL AND MOST RESPECTED OF THE 
OLDER CONGRESS LEADERS, BUT ALSO SUFFERS THE POLITICAL 
LIABILITY OF BEING A BRAHMIN.THE CONGRESS OFFICIAL 
WITH WHOM I TALKED LAST NIGHT SAID HE DOUBTED THAT 
VENKATARAMAN WOUED TAKE THE JOB, AND WENT ON TO SAY 
THAT MRS. CHANDRASEKHAR WOULD NOT BE CHOSEN. 

NONE OF THE NAMES HE MENTIONED AS POSSIBILITIES WERE 
HOUSEHOLD WORDS. 

5. THE PRO-MERGER CONGRESS (O) LEADERSHIP CLAIMED 

THAT OVER 60 PERCENT OF THE UNDIVIDED CONGRESS (O) SUPPORTED 
THEM. WHETHER THIS IS TRUE REMAINS TO BE SEEN BUT 
THE UNITED CONGRESS IS EXPECTED TO GIVE THE RULING 
CONGRESS A REASONABLY STRONG BASE AND ORGANIZATION IN 
THESTATE FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE UNDIVIDED CONGRESS 
WAS VOTED OUT OF OFFICE IN 1969. SIGNED EAVES 
UNQUOTE 
SAXBE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL PARTIES, TAMIL NADU 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 12 FEB 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: saccheem 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976NEWDE02200 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760054-0728 
From: NEW DELHI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 976/newtext/t1 9760255/aaaabwex.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: saccheem 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUL 2004 by ullricre>; APPROVED <05 OCT 2004 by saccheem> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FORMAL MERGER OF TWO CONGRESS PARTIES IN TAMIL NADU ANNOUNCED 
TAGS: PINT, IN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



